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June 15, 1994

Mr. William Caton
Acting secretary
Federal Co..unications Commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

R

Re: Comments of the National Basketball Association in
MM Docket No. 93-48

Dear Mr. Caton:

Enclosed pleas. find an original and four copies of the above
referenced Ca.aenta. Should you have any questions regarding this
matter, please contact the undersigned counsel.

Sincerely,

Ph~~~~!':J
Counsel for
National Basketball Association
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of over-the-air television stations and cable regional

Policies and Rules Concerning Children's Television

ORIGINAL

MM Docket No. 93-48

BEFORE THE

corw.",. 01' '1'11.
D'l'IODL BUltftBALL UaOCIATIOIf

Federal Communications Commission
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

The National Basketball Association ("NBA") hereby

files these co..ents in MM Docket No. 93-48, dealing with

Turner Network Television ("TNT") Cable Network, and

Superstation WTBS on a league-negotiated level and on dozens

stay In School Program

As a leading supplier of television programming watched

by millions of youngsters on the NBC Television Network,

representing twenty-five major communities in the united

states and, starting in the 1995-96 season, two Canadian

cities.

sports networks on a club level, the NBA and its teams have

Programming.

The NBA is a league of professional basketball teams

In the Matter of )
)

Policies and Rules Concerning )
Children's Television Programming )

)
Revision of Proqra..ing Policies )
for Television Broadcast stations )



activities.

long term success."

For the 1993-94 season, for example, the PSAs have

''1. ".~
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focused on four major components: (1) students taking

responsibility for their own learning; (2) teachers as

facilitators of learning; (3) parental responsibility in the

Announcements ("PSAs") in support of the NBA's Stay In

Even more important in terms of reaching the nation's

youth, the NBA produces a series of televised Public Service

spread the Stay In School message.

School campaign. The Public Service Announcements feature

members of the NBA familyl encouraging young people to take

responsibility for their own education. The PSAs point out

that high school "graduation is a short term step towards

program, Stay In School has developed into a national

initiative utilizing NBA teams and players to urge young

people to complete their high school education. Each year,

NBA players and coaches visit scores of local schools to

School Program, designed to address the nation's critical

To that end, in 1989, the NBA, in cooperation with the

National Basketball Players Association, created its stay In

high school dropout problem. Since its start as a pilot

FEDERAL C""'Ol' :~"" ,-
.,_ ·~~lV:,." i IONS COM/,WQ10f

\.it ,·ICt: Of: Iii( SECRETAIW~' ~

demonstrated a commitment to participate in youth-oriented

IAttacnaent A (reflecting in 1992-93 campaign) indicates 13
different spots featuring 35 players and 3 coaches.
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learninq proce.s; and (4) co..unity involvement and support

for schools. The NBA worked with the National Dropout

Prevention Center of Clemson University to develop those

themes. 2 For the 1994-95 season, the NBA also intends to

use the stay In School PSAs as a vehicle to explore the

importance of teamwork and non-violent conflict resolution.

The spots come in varying lengths for broadcast use and

are featured in all national telecasts and cablecasts, as

well as local originations. 3

The "IA'. C'.peiqn Achieye. the Objective of the Children's
Television Act

In its passage of the Children's Television Act of

1990,4 Congress was particularly concerned that broadcast

licensees serve specific needs of children. A principal

objective of the Act was to increase the amount of

educational and informational broadcast television

progra..ing available to them. s Congress directed the

Commission to review, at station renewal time, the

2See Attachment B for a broader description of this season's
campaign.

3See sample scripts at Attachment C.

4P.L. 101-437, 104 stat. 996, codified at 47 U.S.C.
Sections 303(a), 303(b), and 394.

5Children's Television Act of 1989, Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, S.Rep. 227, 101st Cong.,
1st Sess. 22 (1989).
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perforaance of stations in serving those educational and

inforaational needs.

In fulfilling its mandate under the CTA, the Commission

has held that various forms of proqramming meet the

legislative goal. Indeed, the Commission has noted that

Congress was more concerned with furthering a child's

"intellectual, emotional, and social development,,,6 than

with the form of satisfying those needs. And even though

the ca.mission has held that broadcasters should not be able

to satisfy the proqramming review requirement solely through

short-segment proqramming, the FCC has recognized that the

public interest is served by permitting short-seqment

vignettes and pUblic service announcements, helping meet the

licens.e's obligation.

One of the Commission's objectives, as stated in 1991,

is

to encourage stations, eyen those with
limited re.ource., to air gyAlity
progr...ing thAt will attract and hold a
child audience.

Use of these MBA-produced spots, provided at no cost to

broadCAsters and cable operators across the country, will go

a long way toward meeting that objective. Moreover, the

'Report and Order in MM Docket Mo. 90-570, 6 FCC Red. 2111,
2114 (1991), quoting remarks by Senator Inouye at 136 Congo Rec.
510122 (daily ed. JUly 19, 1990).

7Memorandum Opinion and Order in MM Docket No. 90-570, 6 FCC
Red. 5093, 5101 (1991).
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quality of the PSAs will answer any question that might

exist relating to production.

The co..ission has recognized that interstitial

progra..ing "is well suited to children's short attention

span ••.. ". The NBA' s stay In School television campaign is

particularly well-suited to achieving that goal: it combines

the use of familiar sports figures to relate an

understandable message to a specific audience in a short

time frame.

For the above reasons, the National Basketball

Association urges the Commission to re-affirm its corollary

commitment to short-form programming as a vehicle to

satisfying part of the licensee obligation to the community.

Respectfully submitted,

By: Ph~~JEMr~~--
Counsel fO~
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

·supra note 6 at 2115.



.,. e ..,. t ·S 0ftV J..£:Ot

(a.rn.tl)
(',ur.)
(.,r.l1 al••• r.)
(.allat.)
(Iniak.)

("",)
(Knick.)
(Celtic.)
(.orn.t.)

Lar~r "'....
David ••bift.oft
ftrry 'ortar
Rlcla••,l Ad..
••trick ..iftt

larl ..lon.
'Doc' alv.r.
.,vin .....le
lendall Gill

au aowie eM'.)
... v•••l. (C..oh - .~llet.)

.."ie liller ("cer.)
J.bn ••11., (,i.toa.)
fi•••rd...y (W.rrior.)

4) _ I__ l *II!I,.* (BY-l1'.'.1
larl ..lone (J••• )
'at ail., (Ialck. - Co.ch)
'Doo' aivar. (Inlck.)
'eany Wilk.n. (Cavalier. - Co.oh)

"'-10"

Attachment A

tonI .il1 (w.rrior.)
Cbr • Rul1in ("rr10r.)

3)

1) £lUCI!!(P& JIJJaJ.BM-UW
aill C.~'WTi"t (8.11.)
BuT. ArMtroa, (avll.)
"'obB •••••n (aull.)
Rieh.el ~o~"n (aul1.)

2)

I)



("-f.)
(Ca.elierl)
(&a1ok.)
(&niok.)
(Kalakl)
(Celticl)
(Ipurl)

.) "'-lM4

IlUftay .
Rlobe.l A4 ..

(",net.)
(aul1.t.I)

'.rry 'ort.r
Mrk Jeokloft
Dan RAj.rl.el". Dr••ler
'er.il Illi.oft
Claarle. larkley

(lfrail 11a••rl)
(.ftfoakl)
('VA.)
(frail ala••r.)
(Iull.tl'
('Uft.)

10) 8I!JYIW (!IM!.UIIIAI-Ulli
••,...n Tll,.le

--..rk "acklon
Cbarl••••rk1ey
David Robin.on
.at al1.y
Daft"y Ain,.

(lin,l)
(Iniek.)
('Uftl)
('pur.)
(Inick. - Coach)
('unl)

aon .arper (Clipp.r.)

11)

••vin Joh"IOft
A.C. Olc••n
Dev i d ..,111nloft
we. Uft/I.l,
..rvey Grent
••rl., .a"kinl
Danny Ain,.

('Uft.)
(Laker.)
(I",r.)
(Coach - lulletl)
(I"ll.t.)
('Ierl)
('Uft.)

11)

levin ".IInIOft
.."Ie Ril1erw.. unl.ld

QOcl

(Iun.)
(.ac.rl)
(Coach - lull.t.)

••N* PlV J..£:Ol ... e ·... t ·so



Attachment B

I
' laA 5;" ,.....,....... I
_________.fo.ar-MaJor_ ••.••C.·.:.·.:.:....CI_...~..~__·

-.

SIt•...."•• "s.'~~"'''''''''''_.....0ftIr rr ..._ .....,....;".,_..", 'III
~fttrl,.. ~.

• ......~hiIk.,..~:~-==~ ..
• .PartidpI*'I kllPely in IChool
• PartidpldnI in....1Cboo1 NIII
• ~.work with ott.. in11\'''.
• DweIopirc,.••lftlOdallldlll
• t.miftI tD dill wIIh conflict ........ ar·••MoNhipI

• JIecoIniainI ~Oft"''''''' .• .comift,.put of COJiuftunttr thIauF ..mce~ .
2. T...... IadI .,.,...

..., ",'lIda "., ,.,.. .._".". ""1Itq -..rt a
fIIt:III**rI fJ/1Iw,.,...........,..,b I nJ.r _. If.CI'IU:I.z'"
.cfIm......,.,~ • .......n. $ 'IC ........".,.,.",.
.,."....Uy " .._ ,.,......jIIJr"., .... "I .,. .

•.'•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

H•••••• 1»1.,_........e.tIrat0_VIII. tully

-----8£':1' ••N* J'(v",£:01 "e ·"t 'fiO



•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•--

•

J. "".' nefO!"l'llItJ III the leun!al ,fOCI.,
PInna' IIdiw ,.,."".... 1ft t1rlir dIII4'• ....... it dMly com""
rMtItll'CCal in JdItoI. fIat'!'fI, "y .s....."., i,,,""fttI0/,."".,
..CfIIIImNrdty'."".rf"'.Udt".,,,.SlIIyift 5dtool"".."fDiIl'''''/orct
• ,..,/Dr" ,.itiw_.,.",.,.,Itm.
• Cna*'la pMtlw holM erurlronmmt for JeanUna
• HavinS lUsh ecpectationl
• ...~ to ltudentl' q1_tioN
• htlpu\11n toucn with .eudentl' teKher
• v-tins the tchooI and~
• ~ to ~unlcatioN from the IChooI or tftcher
• Servinl on advJlory COUJ\dls

~ • Demonetraq the value of education throulh penonal continuing education
• M~. cqaunUftltv lII'Vica
• Servin! u a mentor lOr other students

... COIILlluudty Invol t and I.pport for lChool.

It ,." .,. wrll doc ,. ,hat r.uUn COPN"",,,ify 11M co"",." IMIm
6KomIICttwly irrI10hIM 'ft "" ICltoolhig ,,... lit",.,.. ,.",."..1tipI tl1td
oIJwr .awit., ...c.tUm it ••,.ftt.lly~. CotNmamily 'aqJpOrl
MIps fo 11110 ,,,iN 'q«tatitm. ol.t","""" ,.1Im",II ctmlmuftity lMdm.

o.veIopinI partr....amana.....,........,and IOdalIlrYk» II!ftcleI
Havins hi&h u;peetadonl for the COINftw*y'.lChoolllnd students
Acceptinl COINftwMty NIpONibiJity for .....t'. out-okchool behavior
Eltablilhinl mat-of«hool adtvitill for ltudentl and "chen
IeconUI\a boo..... 01 education throuIh ld_tiatnI
Provicli.nl ineeft~ for ltudentl to raiIe achiwement, etc.
Imp1emenq lftIIdOrJnI propms
c.veJOPinl car clowInI PropIIN
ProvicUa alB _ aetlvitiellor INClenti
DlmcnlratlnllUppOlt lorempl~' CD\ttmdng tclucation and involwment
in ch!ldlen's eduadion

-

- ••M* ftV J..&:Ot ",e .'" t 'so



•

Ma• .lAC..." DU • .oT

VJDaO

A cr... eJaot .1owly
drltt. d.-D a...
r.l1" .,.It ",••11_',
tad ..lit1.. al... 1ft
a Ilip .eta..l ft'II.
..... .llot _ft. wi" •
1 10 tlllat ...... ,
.1 LOUiIm.J. IS. ICBOOL
laoolLD, _ 1OIl1

• ro loot.,. of "rlt pl.yln,
witb the leiclt.... Cllpper.
1. int.rout at ~t point
and il vl.ua1 .f'ected.

lerk'i dad c..tl....
to walk .ad raflect.
Ibe orane Ibot ~••
olo••r.

'ren., bl,b '."oe1 ran.
ar. Ihown with ,'fected
vldeo.

"rk', dad be.inl to baIt
hil walk.

"rk'i ..d It... and
lookl at c...ra walch
1. ti,bt on hi••

• tay ln 'oboo1 1010

_rll'l da. 100k18,
around reflectln,.

Attachment C

AUDIO

A lot peo,le a.IE ..,
belal ..ell Jaoklon'l
r.ther, if r ba.....
....nt I'. "It proud
of •••

( Crowd' aad court
nol.. i. adeled
to the .Ilc. )

And tbeY're ulual1y
.urpri.ad wIlan I
tell the. lt took
plac. when h. wa,
In hlgh ,chool

( li,h lahool orowd
noile. )

And, that it bael
aothin, to do with
ba'k.tball.

., prout'lt ....nt
•• • parent wa. when
Kark reoeived b1.
hl,h .ebool 'ipl...
in thi. IJII •

( .rrected audio )
llark A. "acklon

Tbat wa, a ,r.at day 1

ftV J..£:Ot .... 6 ..... t 'S 0



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_ LAlli. ,.0,
YIDao
lob Lanier walki.. town
tbe at... of an ...ty
awUtoriua.

Lanier actlon foota,e.

Lanier ".lk. oat OIl
Ita,e of eudltorlua.

,oot... of Bob deliv.rin,
bi. ,.IDI ....., ••

80b direct to ca..ra.

Itay in lebool 1010

80b on c••ra.

AUDIO

I w•• ullM
All .tar for •
••••oa•• oae t~i.,
I l ••rned la that
DO one can do it
al0.'.

( .alc, crowd,
and court Dol ••
,.der. )

'10"" •• tbe RA".y in 'crllool
oh.i~, % tr.vel
throatlao"t the
oountry pr.-otift' the
.alue of .duo.tion,
and I Iti11 know it'.
at••••ffort.

( .oUlld full of• ••a,. )
You don't b.v. to
be a ball of r...r
to ..k. • diff.renae
.en it co.-. to
education. we .e.d
everJone ift th. ,aM
to b.lp a..rica' •
• eboola.

"cra".e it'.
everyon.'. be.t 8Ove.


